


Progress Reports

1. Aakanksha Seva Sadan (ASS), Muzarffarpur, Bihar, has completed the first year of their 
project to produce and distribute Bio-Sand Filters (BSF), in Minapur and Kanti blocks in 
Muzaffarpur district of Bihar. The BSFs were provided to 73 poor families. 

 BSFs Being Produced by the Local Masons for ASS

Four local masons were trained to build the filters, which will be helpful as the program is 
expanded to other families in the area.

Two awareness programs were organized to make the people know of the benefits of using 
BSFs in being protected from water-borne diseases. A street play was organized to provide 
similar awareness to young children.

The BSF recipients were also provided training in their proper use and maintenance. 

There was an interruption in the follow-up of the BSFs in individual houses due to the 
government-imposed lock-down necessitated by COVID-19. However, the use of more frequent
telephone calls to the beneficiaries helped alleviate any potential issues.

2. Pragathi, Mysore, Karnataka, is another NGO, who is providing BSF to tribal people in 3 
villages. The filters are made by Pragathi near Mysore and transported to the villages about 80 
km away for distribution.

During the current year Pragathi has provided BSFs to 159 tribal families in Belathur Hadi 
village.

2



A Tribal Woman and Her Daughter with the Bio-Sand Water Filter by Pragathi

Pragathi has realized that since the tribal people are often not educated, they need regular 
follow-ups and awareness camps regarding the safe drinking water, health and sanitation. 
Thus, the staff members  visit the beneficiaries once in a month and check the filters 
thoroughly. They also measure the out flow of the water to ensure that the filter mechanism is 
working perfectly.  

3. COVID-19 Relief

All the NGOs funded by PPI to provide the COVID-19 relief effort seem to have done an 
excellent job of providing the day-to-day necessities to the needy families in their areas. These 
families lost all of their income due to the lock-down closing all the daily labor work, which 
supported them.

The relief kits included items used commonly for daily food, typically including rice, wheat flour,
lentils, cooking oil, vegetables,fruits, spices etc. These also included other necessities such as
masks, soaps, liquid soaps, hand-sanitizers, tooth paste  etc.   

The  beneficiaries  were  also  educated  on  the  simple  steps  to  protect  themselves  against
corona virus, such as wearing masks, washing hands, social distancing etc.
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Getting Relief Supplies Ready for Distribution by SPREAWS, Andhra Pradesh 

Relief Supplies Distribution by GRAVIS, Rajasthan
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Relief Supplies Distribution by IRDRP, Tamil Nadu

Relief Supplies Distribution by Pragathi, Karnataka
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Relief Supplies Distribution by Chinthana, Karnataka

Next Meeting 

The next PPI meeting will be at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, August 11, 2020, and will be conducted 
by Zoom teleconferencing. 

Please contact PPI at  ppiusa@ppi-usa.org for the Zoom link information, if you will like to 
participate in this meeting.

Agenda

1. Review GRAVIS proposal and vote on shortlisting it  
2. Review BSA proposal, and vote on its funding
3. Review the new proposal from Society for Promoting Participative Ecosystem 

Management (SOPPECOM) 
4. Discussion on project review process
5. Updates to PPI's Facebook page and web site
6. New Business 
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Year 2020 Membership & Pledge/Contribution Form

Name:________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________

City________________ 

State_________ Zip___________ 

E-mail: __________________________________________ 

Phone: (            )___________  

Membership: $ _____ ($25 Family/Year, $15 Single/Year); 

Contribution: $50 _____ $100_____ $250_____ $500______ Other $_______ 

Enclosed is a check for: $ _______ 

(If your employer matches your gift, please provide the name_____________________) 

{IRS Code 501(c) (3) Tax Exempt, ID No. 91-1057315} 

Please make your checks payable to "People for Progress in India" and mail it with this 
form to: 

People for Progress in India (PPI), P.O. Box 51231, Seattle, WA 98115-1231

If you prefer, you may donate through Paypal at:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/
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